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Inscription prom Tomb, Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 

Neere this place 

Lyes buryed the body of Mrs. Alice Love, 

Wife to Edward Love of Salisbury, in the County of Wilts, Gent, 
Master of the Choristers, and Organist of this Church, 

By whom she had 9 children, 7 Boys and 2 Girls, 5 whereof 1 ye 
buryed by her, ye other 4 survive. 

She dyed in childbed of her 7th son, the 17th of March, 1678, ye 
42 year of her age, and 18th since her marriage; 

She was ye daughter of Sir John Peyton ye younger, of Doddington, 
in ye Isle of Ely, and County of Cambridge, and Knight, being ye 
first made by King James, at Edenburgh, after his being pro¬ 
claimed by him King of England. 

Her Grandfather, Sir John Peyton, was Knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth, for his service in ye field, in Ireland, and made her 
Treasurer in that Kingdom ; after that Lieutenant of ye Tower, 
by ye space of 30 years; then Governor of Jersey above 30 years 
more, and dyed ye 105th year of his age, ye 4th of 
November, 1630. 

Her Grandfather by her mother was Sir John Peyton, of Isleham, 
in ye countye of Cambridge, Baronett. 

This Sir John was a man of strong mind and elegant 
manners, of extensive knowledge, and upright character, 
and governed Jersey wisely and temperately. “He was/' 
to use the words of an old writer “ educated after the 
politest manner of the age he lived in, by serving in 
the wars of Flanders, under the most able and 
experienced soldiers and politicians of that time,” 
Amidst the sunshine of a court, and the affluence of a 
large fortune, his conduct was so regular and temperate 
that his life was prolonged to the age of ninety-nine 
years, in so much health and vigour, that he rode on 
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horseback, hunting, three days before his death.” * 

It is not necessary to our purpose to follow further 
this line of the family, which became extinct in 
the male line in 1683, on the death of Sir Thomas 
Peyton, who was a member of the first Parliament, 
after the Restoration, and who enjoyed a Government 
grant of £2,000 per annum. It is, however,, 
in 1873, represented by Major-General Sir Thomas 
Peyton, Baronet, who succeeded his nephew, Captain 
Sir Algernon Peyton, Bart., on his -death without 
issue in 1872. This baronetcy was revived in 1776, in 
favour of Henry Dashwood, who was, in the ma¬ 
ternal line, a descendant of Sir Thomas Peyton, and 
also married his female representative, by whom he 
acquired large estates, 

Margaret, married to Francis Jenney, of Knotshall, 
in Suffolk. 

Elizabeth, married to Sir William Wigston, Knt. of 
Wolston, in Warwickshire. 

He died in the 9th of Henry VUI. and waB succeeded 
by his elder son, 

Sir Robert Peyton , knt., who was Sheriff of the 
counties of Cambridge and Huntingdon in 17th and 

27th Henry VIII., and accompanied that King to the 
seige of Balleyne. He was again Sheriff in the 1st of 
Queen Mary. He married Frances, daughter and heir 
of Frances Hassylden, of Little Chesterford, in 

Essex, and of Steeple Marden, in Cambridgeshire, and 

# See Le Quesne’e and Falle’s History of Jersey, and Payne’s Guide 
to the Island, also Hepworth Dixon’s “ Her Majesty's Tower.” 
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in her right acquired these estates with other lands in 

the county of Rutland. By this lady (who founded the 

famous hospital at Isleham) had six sons and two 
daughters, viz., 

I. Sib Robebt Peyton (his heir), 

II. William, 

III. Richabd, of Little Chesterfield, in Essex, 
married Mary daughter of Leonard Hyde, of 
Hyde Hall in Herefordshire. She outlived him 
and married secondly Sir John Carey, Lord 
Hunsdon. 

IV. Christopher, 

V. Edward, 

VI. John, 

1 . Catherine, who married M. Williams 
of Oxford. 

2. Elizabeth, who married Thomas Wrenne, 
of Hinton in the Isle of Ely. 

Sir Robert died 1st August, 1550, and was succeeded 
by his son Sir Robert Peyton , who was M. P. for 
Cambridge in the 4th and 5th of Queen Mary, and 
Sheriff of the united counties of Cambridge and 
Huntingdon, in the 9th of Elizabeth. He received the 
honor of Knighthood from James I. at Royston in 
November 1608. He married Elizabeth, a daughter of 
Lord Chancellor Rich, and aunt of Robert Earl of 
Warwick and had issue, 

Robert, who died unmarried, 

I. John, (his heir), 

II. Richard, who died without issue, 
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III. Mart, who married first Robert Balam, of 
Walsoken, in Norfolk, and second Sir Richard Cox, 

of Braham, in the Isle of Ely. 

IV. Frances, who married John Hagar, of 
Bourne Castle, in Cambridgeshire. 

V. WiNFREDE, married first, M. Osborne, Barrister- 
at-law, second M. Herefleet, of Kent, and third 
John Hombye, of Linconshire. 

. He was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, 

Sir John Peyton , of Isleham, in the County of 
Cambridge, who received the honour of Knighthood 
from King James I. He was Sheriff of Cambridge 
and Huntingdon, in the 25th of Elizabeth, when he 
was Knighted for the Shire of the latter, as he was again 
in the first of James I. The next year he was again 
Sheriff. In the 9th year of the same reign he was 
created a Baronet , viz. on the 22nd of May , 1611 , on the 
institution of the order. Sir John married Alice, 
daughter of Sir Edward Osborne, Lord Mayor of 
London in 1585, and the founder of the family the Duke 
of Leeds; and by his said wife Alice had issue, 

I. Edward, (Sir) his heir, 

II. John, died without issue, 

III. Robert, a distinguished scholar and Fellow of 
Queen’s College, Oxford, 

IV. Roger, who emigrated to America and was lost 

sight of, 

V. William, of Wablingworth, married Tabithe 
daughter of Henry Payne, Esq., of Walthamstow 
and left two sons, John and William, 
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VI. Thomas, slain at Bonrge, in Holland, while 

gallantly leading his forces into action. 

VII. Anne, married to Sir Robert Bacon, Bart., of 
Riborough, in Norfolk, third son of Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, Bart., of Redgrave. 

VIII. Alice, married to Sir John, son and heir of Sir 
John Peyton, of Doddington. 

IX. Elizabeth, married to Sir Anthony Irby, Knt. of 
Boston in Lincolnshire, who was created Lord 
Boston. 

X. Mart, married to Sir Roger Meers, Knt. of 
Hoghton, in Lincolnshire. 

XI. Frances, died unmarried. 

XII. Susan, died unmarried. 

He died about the year 1617, and was succeeded by 
eldest son, 

Sir Edward Peyton, who was Knighted at White¬ 
hall, 4th February, 1610, and during the life-time of his 
father was denominated “ of Great Bradley, in Suffolk.” 
He served in Parliament from 18th of James I. to the 
3rd of Charles the I. as one of the Knights of the Shire 
for the County of Cambridge, and was Custos Rotulorum 
there, of which office he was deprived by the influence 
of the Duke of Buckingham, “ whereat he was so mueh 
disgusted, that he first drew his p 9 n against the Court, 
and writ several pamphlets with great acrimony against 
Charles I. and the royalists.” He subsequently sided 
with the Presbyterians in the great rebellion, and so 
impoverished himself in the cause, that he was obliged 
to sell Isleham, and, drawing his son into joining him. 
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sold the whole estate, with the reserve only of annuities 
during both their lives. 

Sir Walter Scott, in his introduction to the secret 

history of the reign of James the I. by Sir Edward 
Peyton, as reprinted in 1811 by Ballantyne of Edinburgh, 
in his “ Historical Memoirs of the Reign of Elizabeth 
and James,” by Francis Osborne says, Sir Edward’s 
property was plundered by both parties; for he complains 
in the following treatise,* that at Broadchock, in 
Wiltshire, four hundred pounds worth of his household 
stuff was seized by the Royalist garrison of Langford, 
which was never restored to him, although the place 
was afterwards taken by Cromwell. In short, as he 
could not, it would seem, serve his party very effectually, 
his attachment, as usually happens in such cases, did 
not save him from neglect and injury. At the close of 
the civil war, in which so many of the success¬ 
ful side had made their fortune, Sir Edward Peyton 
was so much impoverished, that he was obliged to sell 
Isleham, the ancient patrimony of his family. His 
eldest son, afterwards Sir John Peyton, was induced 
to join in the sale, reserving annuities for his father’s 
life and his own. And thus this anoient family was 
totally ruined.” 

Sir Edward Peyton was of grave and serious character, 
strong religious convictions, and having long lived near 
Cromwell, in Cambridgeshire, imbibed many of his 

political opinions. They were personal friends, and Sir 

Edward very naturally exerted his influence in favour 

* “The Divine catastrophe of The Kingly family of the house of Stuarts.” 

S3 
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of the Commonwealth. It was his enthusiasm in this 
cause alone, which led to his financial ruin, and the 
removal of one of his grandsons to Virginia. For he 

was as far as possible removed in character from the 
roystering, gambling, hard-drinking gentlemen of the 
Dundreary type who flourished in the reigns of Mary 
and Elizabeth, men like the famous Earl of Carlisle, 
who in the early part of the era of the Stuarts, spent 
in a jovial life above £400,000, and left not a house nor 
an acre of land to be remembered by. A gentleman 
who at a later period was followed by another of infa¬ 
mous memory, Rochester, one of whose fits of intoxica¬ 
tion is said, with brief interruptions, to have lasted five 
years. Sir Edward was the reverse of these gentlemen 
blackguards and gentlemen exquisites, was a regular, 
sincere, and straightforward man, an honest country 
gentleman—not blas4, rou4, epuiss4, or ennuy6 of life, 
and never thought of advancing his own interests. 
Thus it is that while others waxed rich on public strife, 
he grew poor. It may not be uninteresting to mention 
that at the time he was made a Baronet, among other 
requisites required for this dignity, the recipient 
must have a clear income above all debts of £1,095, 
a year, and be able to claim descent from a grandfather 
who had borne arms and been under fire. 

Sir Edward married first, Matilda, daughter of 
Robert Livesay, of Tooting, in Surrey, by whom he had, 
John, (his heir), 

Edward, in holy orders, who had three sons, Edward, 
Robert and Henry, 

Robert, and one daughter, 
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Amky, married to Henry Lawrence, of St. Ives, in 

Huntingdonshire, and of St. Margaret’s in the county 
of Hertford. He* married secondly, Jane, daughter of 
Sir James Calthorp, knt. of Crockthorpe, in Norfolk 
(widow of Sir Henry Thomelthorpe, Knt.) and by that 
lady had one son, 

Thomas, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
William Yelverton, of Rougham, in Norfolk, and 

dying in 1683, left four sons, William, of Dublin 
married Frances, daughter and co-heir of Sir 
Herbert Lunsford, Knt. by whom he had no male 
issue. He died in 1686. 

Robert, of Isleham, Matthews Co., Virginia.* 

“Thisyoung man,”says B. Blundell, F.S.A. “a grand- 
of Sir Edward Peyton, like Ned Poins, a younger 
brother and a proper fellow of his hands, disdaining the 
life of a mere idle hanger-on to elder relatives scantily 
able to support themselves, resolved to try what his 

• There is a tradition in the family in Virginia to the effect that 
shortly after his arrival in the Colony, when some distance up tho 
river (James) on a shooting excursion, the waters of Virginia abound- 
ing in game and wild fowl, .Robert Peyton and his companion were 
taken prisoners by a party of Indians, and oonveyed to their head¬ 
quarters in the interior. The Red-skins reduced them to a kind of 
slavery. Peyton’s companion was carried off by fever within a few 
weeks. Solitary and alone in their hands, the young Englishman 
revolved plans of escape and finally accomplished his wishes. He 
appeared pleased with Indian life, exerted himself in war, the chase 
and in fishing, and entered with such spirit into their games that he 
won their confidence and friendship. The savage King adopted 
him into the tribe, then as a son, then advanced him to be a chief and 
finally indicated to his natural sons that they must give way to him as . 
his, the King’s successor. His life was now far from unpleasant, 
though he had to be constantly on guard to prevent being assas¬ 
sinated by the King’s sons, who were to lose their inheritance through 
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long pedigree, backed by a bold heart and a clear 
intellect, could do in America, towards renovating his 

fortunes, and shortly after the Restoration emigrated 
to Virginia, circa 1665, where the young adventurer, 
inspired by that affectionate recollection of his native 
land which is one of the most prominent and praise* 
worthy traits in the character of our American cousins, 
gave his new domain, in Matthews county, the 
appellation of Isleham. born by the ancestral residence in 
his island home. Here his descendants flourished 
becoming opulent landholders, magistrates, and 
members of the Colonial Parliament.” 

Robert, who married in Virginia left among other 
issue, 

Benjamin John Edward, who married and left one 
son, 

Henry, bom 1700, who married Miss Langley, 
daughter of Roger Langley and left one son, 

his presence. He was provided with a wife, in the person of the 
daughter of a chief living in the south-west, and in close amity with 
his own tribe. A consolidation of the two tribes was thus thought 
feasible in the future. 

His escape from captivity was thus effected. During the winter, an 
expedition, under the King, advanced against the Whites. When the 
Bed-skins, after a long march through the forest, arrived in front of 
the Colonial settlements, Peyton availed himself of an opportunity 
when scouting to rejoin his countrymen. Prom his knowledge and 
position nothing would have been easier than to betray the whole 
savage force and deliver it up to the Whites. This he declined doing. 
On the contrary, when he was safe he sent an Indian boy to the 
savages with a warning to them to be off. The Indian King did not 
remain to receive a second intimation that he was on dangerous 
ground, but, like a wise man, returned the same night to a place of 
security. 
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John, of Stafford Co., Virginia, bom 1725, who 

married Elizabeth a daughter of John Rouse, and 

left issue, 

John Rouse and Valentine, M.D. 

John Bouse Peyton married Anne, daughter of Howson 
Howe, and left issue, 

I. John Howe, (of Montgomery Hall) bom April 
27th, 1778, his successor, and of whom presently, 

II. Bernard Peyton, a Captain in the U. S. Army, 

. and afterwards Adjutant General of Virginia and 

President of the Board of Visitors of the Virginia 
Military Institute at Lezlngton. He married 
Amanda daughter of General Moses Green of 
Faquier, and left issue, 

1. Thomas, a Captain of Artillery in the 
Confederate Army, who married Catherine, 
daughter of the Right Rev. John Johns, Bishop 
of Virginia, and has issue. 

2. Green, a Colonel in the Confederate Army, 
and, since the war, a professor in the University 
of Virginia. He married Champe, daughter 
of Dr. Charles Carter of Albemarle, and has 
issue. 

3. Bernard, who married Estelle, daughter of 
Dr. Tricon, of California, and has issue. 

4. Thomas, jun., a Major in the Confederate 
Army, who married a daughter of the Hon. 

Dabney Carr, late American Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary to Turkey, and a grand daughter of 
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Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President of the IT. S. 

and has issue. 

6. Susan, who married Major General W. B. 

Hagner, U. S. Army, and has no issue. 

6. Amanda, married J. C. Washington, and has 
no issue. 

III. Garnett, who married Agatha daughter of W. S. 
Madison, and left issue,' but only one of his children 

married and had issue, viz., William, who married 
a daughter of William Munford, and has issue. 

IV. Rouse or Rouze, who married, first, Ann Gallagher, 
and left issue: 1st Bernard, and 2nd Ann, who 
married Bronson Murray, of New York, and has 
issue. He married secondly, Eliza daughter of Col. 
J. ,B. Murray and left issue—one son, Hamilton, 
and three daughters, all married and with issue. 

V. Lucy, married General Green, of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, and left issue. 

VI. Ann Frances, who married Robert Green, but 
left no issue. 

John Howe , of Montgomery Hall, married 1st Susan, 
daughter of William S. Madison, and by her left issue 

one son Colonel William M. Peyton the subject of the 

foregoing memoir, who married Elizabeth A. E. Taylor 
and left issue, 

1 Elizabeth, who died in her 16th year unmar¬ 
ried. 

2 John Howe, died in infancy. 

3 Susan, who married Joseph H. White, and 
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then Col. Washington, and died without issue 
living by either husband. 

4 William Allan, died of typhoid fever in his 
14th year. 

5 Garnett, married Walter Preston, and has 
issue, one son Peyton, and a daughter 
Sally. 

6 Sally Preston, married Thomas C. Bead, and 

left issue, one daughter, who married Dr. 
William Berkeley, a descendant of Sir Wm. 
Berkeley, Colonial Governor of Virginia. 

7 Juliet, died in her 17th year unmarried. 

8 Bernardine, married in 1872, Lewellyn, of 
Albemarle County, Virginia. 

John H. Peyton, married secondly, Ann Montgomery, 
daughter of Major John Lewis, of the Sweet Springs, 
and left issue, at his death, which occurred at Montgomery 
Hall, 3rd of April, 1847. 

I. John Lewis, bom 15th of September, 1824, who 
married Henrietta E. C. daughter of Colonel John 
C. Washington, of County Lenoir, North-Carolina, 
a relative in the 4th Canonical degree to the illus¬ 
trious Washington, and has issue, one son, 

Lawrence Washington Howe, bom in Guernsey, 
Channel Islands, 27th of January, 1872. 

H. Yblverton Howe, bom 8th of January 1838, 
and is in 1873, unmarried. 

IU. Susan Madison, married Col. J. B. Baldwin, a 

son of Judge B. G. Baldwin, and has no issue. 

TV. Ann Montgomery, died unmarried. 
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V. Mary Preston married E. A. Gray, and has issue 

two sons, 1 Peyton, and 2 Baldwin, and daughters, 

VI. Lucy married J. N. Hendren, and has issue one 

son Samuel and daughters, 

VII. Elizabeth married Wm. Boys Telfair, of Ohio, 
and has issue two sons 1 William and 2nd Baldwin 
and daughters, 

VIII. Margaret, married G. M. Cochrane, jun., and 
has issue, one son, George, and daughters. 

IX. Virginia, married Col. J. F. Kent, and has issue 
one son Joseph, 

X. Cornelia, married Dr. Thomas, and has issue two 
sons, 1 Peyton, 2 Baldwin, 


The Peyton arms, as in the visitation of Suffolk, 
Harl., A.D., 1660, are: quarterings, 

1. sable, a cross, engrailed, or, for Peyton; 2. Gemon; 
,8. Colville; 4. Sutton; 6. Hassingborne; 6. Langley; 
7. Atleze; 8. Atbridge; 9. Langley; 10. Francis; 
11. Lucy; 12. Chamberlaine. 

Crest—a Griffin, Sejant, or, 

Motto—Patior, Potior:— I labour, I secure. 






ISLEHAM HALL, 

THE PRIORY AND CHURCH, 
CO. CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND. 


Extract prom a MS account of a Visit to Isleham, 
in 1870, bt the Author of the foregoing Memoir. 


• • • • 

The forenoon of the next day, the strangers, whom 
the readers will recognize as ourselves, were occupied 
examining Ely Cathedral, one of the most ornate and 
beautiful in England. The same afternoon we set forth 
in a gig for Isleham, across a region, commonly 
styled the <( Fen Country,” though terra cotta drainage 
has long since turned the swamp into the driest of dry 
land. This district is flat, monotonous and uninteres¬ 
ting. There is little in it to arouse and enlighten the 
imagination, or to inspire artistic genius. In our cloud- 
compelling chariot, we actually scoured the Cambridge¬ 
shire plains,’ though the dust was suffocating and 
the heat tropical, for our steed belonged to a 
class known to London cab proprietors as a retired 
racer, an animal no longer fit for the Olympic 
games of Epsom, but who before a gig rather flies than 
runs, and, I may add, generally leaves a visible wrack 

tt 
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behind, unlike our perishable hopes and affections. Not 
so, however, in our case, we proceeded safely, passing 
through two or three villages, whose tumble down 

houses, or I should rather say in cockney style, whose 
ruined gates and walls told eloquent stories of thrift 
antiquity. Their present desolation formed a melancholy 
contrast to the cheerful cultivation around them. 
There was a soothing stillness in the scene presented 
by the champaign country which we certainly now 
saw under the happiest circumstances of season add 
weather. Passing through a flat, and so far as 
picturesque beauty is concerned, a comparatively 
barren region, there was yet much to amuse the eyes 
and make an agreeable variety. The woods and field* 
were in their mid-summer bloom, and the mellow Hght 
of evening heightened the richness of their hues, and 
gave an exquisite effect to the light and shade which fail 
upon the landscape. The air was scented with blossom* 
by trees then in flower, which here and there lined 
the road-sides. Rural scenes of almost every kind an 
delightful to the mind, gratifying the senses and 
producing an inexhaustible fund of innocent amusemenfi, 
and I contemplated these wide plains, with their 
luxuriant com crops bending under the breeze, with 
ardent delight. My experience, indeed, satisfies rm 
that there are few spots so barren as not to afford 
picturesque scenes, 

“ Believe the muse, 

She does not know that inauspicious spot 

Where beauty is thus niggard of her store* •*» 
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Believe the mase, through this terrestrial watt* 

x - . The seeds of graoe are sown, profusely sown. 

Even where we least may hope.” 

f . • 

f About sunset we saw the graceful spire of Isleham 
Church rising like a dream from earth to heaven, and 
the hamlet whining at the extremity of the open country. 

ISLEHAM PRIORY. 

Soon we arrived, and, traversing the grassgrown streets 
of. the ancient village, stood in front of, not the 
venerable edifice itself, but of an old Priory—the old 
Priory as it is called, or so much of it as remains. This 
monastery was built circa A.D. 1300. Patched up with 
brick and mortar, this interesting relic of the olden 
time is now used as a bam, pig-sty, and stable. Such 
are the. base uses to which it has come. Notwithstand¬ 
ing its cracked and battered condition, the sight of it more 
ilm repaid my trouble, and its situation gave rise to 
many suggestive thoughts. The jolly monks of old 
rwere not deficient in taste, and selected sites for their 
smestaries with both wit and wisdom. At present there 
the r e are neither winding paths, trees, ivy, nor water to 
throw a charm around the Priory, it is left dila¬ 
pidated and naked, staring and stared at by the 
irreverent world. It once had all these adjuncts, and 
might have them again. In its present wretched 
condition it excites only ideas of solitude, neglect, and 
desolation. It is worthy, however, of a word of 
description. In 1791, it was first converted into use as 
a bam, and has since been called the Priory bam. It 
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consists of a nave and chancel, with a circular end And 
eight buttresses, two small south and one small north 
window, in length about 95 and in breadth 20 feet, and 

the south door has been enlarged since it was made a 
bam. The walls are built herring-bone fashion. At 
the west end are two heavy buttresses, between- them 
a small window and two round ones above. Whether 
it fell into decay and the lord would not get it 
converted into parochial use, when granted with its 
house by Henry VI. to Pembroke College, does not at 
present appear. 

ISLEHAM CHUKCH. 

After a close examination we passed on to the village 
church, which was commenced by Sir Thomas Peyton, 
and the building finished by his son and executor, Sir 
Christopher Peyton, A.D. 1480. It is one of the most 
beautiful buildings of the kind in England, in a style far 
superior to what could be looked for in so mean, though 
extensive and populous, a village. The edifice is in 
excellent preservation, though the exterior walls are 
green with the accumulated damp of centuries. A 
servant was despatched for the verger, who is likewise 
janitor, who soon made his appearance, bringing the 
keys, and introduced us into the interior of the church. 
It consists of a nave, with two isles and two transepts 
and a choir. The nave rests on five pointed arches, on 
each side supported by slender clustered col umns- 
Under the clerestory windows ranges a fascia of 
dentals and one of flowers. In the intervals between 
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the arches are three quatrefoils, the lowermost confabb¬ 
ing shields with the same arms on both sides: 

Peyton impaling a lion rampart 
Peyton quartering a lion rampart 
Peyton single 

Peyton impaling a saltire engrailed, a chief 
Erm. Hyde. 

The roof is of wood; and between the principals are 

whole length statues of angels holding shields with the 
instruments of the passion. On the wooden cornice is 
this inscription cut in relief on both sides: 

Pray for the good prosperity of 
Christopher Peyton and Elizabeth his wife, 
and for the ®oul of 

Thomas Peyton, Equyer, and Margaret his wife, father and 
mother of the said Christopher Peyton, 
and for the soul of 

All the ancestors of the said Christopher Peyton which did make 
this rofe* in the fere of our Lord, mccxvi. being the 
i year of King Henry IIL 

Note. —The will of Christopher Peyton, of Isleham, 
dated the eve of the nativite of the blessed virgin, A.D. 
1505, and proved 8th of July, 1507. Provides “that he is 

to be buried within the Church of Isleham, in such place 
as shall seem to Elizabeth my wife most convenyent. 
Further to the high altar of the said church, for my 
tithes negligently paid or forgot, 20s. To my 
neveu Sr Kobert Peyton, Knt., X quarters of barley, 
and V quarters of whete. My wife Elizabeth to find 
an honeste prieste to sing for me an hole year. To 

• Prom this date it appears that the church was built in A.D., 1216, 
unless this ooruice was transferred to the new from an older edifice. 
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my broder flrancis Peyton XX shepe, and to his wyfe 
a oowe, and V combes of malte, and to Xpher his son 
X sheepe. To John Peyton, my godson, 40s. To 

Edward Peyton, my neveu, 26s. 8d.” “ The residue of 
all my goodes I bequeath to Elizabeth my wife, my said 
wife to have for the terme of her life, all my lands, 
tenements, meddowes, pastures, etc., in Isleham afore¬ 
said, and within the bounds of Fordham.” He appoints 
“ Elizabeth my wife ” Executrix.] 


Passing by the tombs of many others, r we arrived in 
front of the manor pew. On Spandrils of archwork on 
this are the arms of Sir Christopher Peyton, and the 
saltire and chief erm. Hyde, his wife,' held by angels; 
St. Michael and the Dragon, etc., etc. 

In the south transept, on a plain low altar tomb 
is an alabaster figure of a knight in armour, in culrled 
hair, with a garland or corolla. Under his head a 
pointed helmet, with a fillet of flews de lit, a piked bond, 
gauntlets, studded neck-band, and strap from his chin 
to the shoulder straps; round shoulder and elbow 
pieces; of his sword and dagger the hilts only remain¬ 
ing ; a lion looking up at his feet, which are under a 
nich. Inscription gone, but one of the Peyton’s 

An altar-tomb of freestone has a slab of speckled 
marble, from the middle of which has been torn a plain 
cross. Under an arch in the wall at the feet of a 
headless man and woman, three boys and three girls, 
with a label from the mouth of the first of each to a 
crucifix, and under them this inscription on a brass 
plate: 
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' Of yr charity pray for the soules of 

Sir Robert Peyton, Knight, 

•Which departed to God the viii day of March, the yere of our 
' Lord, mdviu. 

Also for the soul of 
Dame Elizabeth Peyton, his wife, 

Which departed to God the yere of our Lord, md*** 


[Note. —The will of Sir Robert Peyton, Knt.of Isleham, 
proved the 20th of April, A.D., 1518, ordered, “ That 
he should be buried in Isleham Church—To the high 
altar of the foreseyde churche, 20s. To the reparation of 
Wyken Churche, 20s., to the intent that they shall pray 
for the soule of my brother John Peyton. My gowne 
of crymsyn velvett to be made a cope and vestment, the 
cope for the p’she churche of Wyken, and the vestment 
for the p’she churche of Boxforth, in the countie of 
Suffolk, upon eche of the; a escocheon of my 

armes and my .wife’s armes. I will that a remembrance 
be-made upon a escocheon of my father’s arms, and sett 
upon the wall of the churche of. St. Giles, Cripullgate, 
in London. Kobert, my eldest sonne, to have left unto 
him ffyve hundred shepe of those at Wyken. Item, I 
will that my flockes of shepe at Isleham, Shippenham, 
and Barton beside Mildenhall, with all the prontts and 
increase of them, goe to the p’forming this my wyll. I 
will that John, my second sonne, shall have to him my 
manor in Barnham, St. Marteyn, in Suffolk, called 
Calthorppys. I will that Dame Elizabeth my wife 
have two partes of my household stuffe. I will that 
Robert Peyton, my eldest sonne, have my chaine of 
golde. Unto ffrances Peyton, wife to my saide sonne 
Robert, a chain of golde. Item, that Edward, my 
thirde sonne, be provided for by myn executors. To 
Elizabeth, my daughter, CCC merkes. To Edward 
Peyton, my brother, XX merks. To Dorothie Peyton, 
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my sister X merkes. To ffrancis Peyton, my uncle, my 
blake gowne furred wth blake. To Xpfer Peyton, 

sonne to my said uncle ffrancis Peyton, X shepe. To 
kepe the anniversary of Thomas reyton and Jane his 
wife, father and mother unto me. Ex’ors, Dame 
Elizabeth Peyton, my wife, and William Butte, of 
Cambridge. Supervisor, John Lorde Abbott of St. 
EdmuncPs Bury, and my welbeloved fader-in-law Sr 
Kobert Clere, Knt.” 

N.B. The residue of lands, etc., in Isleham, Barn- 
ham, Wyken, and the manors of Seyham Hall, Water 
Hall, and Badleys, in Suffolk, are left to the eldest son, 
Robert, with aversions to second son John and third 
son Edward.”] 

The date has never been filled up, the plate remaining 
smooth. Over this a fine park, and under the east 
window, a rich fascia of vine leaves and grapes, and oak 
foliage above, over the space formerly occupied by the 
altar. 

South of this is a blue slab, with the arms of Peyton 
impaling a cross flory with a mullet in the centre; and 
another shield gone: 

On a plate in the middle, this inscription: 

Pray for the soul of 
Sir Robert Peyton, Knight, 

which married Frances, the daughter and heir of Francis Hassylden, 

Esquire, deceased, which Sir Robert deceased the ist day of 
August, A.D. u * * * whose sone God pardoned. 

Another slab south of this has the brass figure of a 
knight and lady. He is in armour, bareheaded, cropt 
hair, helmet under head crested with a bear’s head, 
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pointed elbow pieces, strait long guard, short dagger, 
muzzled bear at feet, looking up. This is the tomb of 

Sir John Bernard. On a plate at the head is this 

inscription, 

Hie Jacet Johes Bernard mites, 
qui obiit XXIIII die mens marcii A.D.’ni MCCCCLI, 

Et D’ma Elena Swynton uxis p’dei Johes Bernard milit filie et 
heredis Johis Mallore milit de com. 

Moh’mt qu obiit XIII die Me’ss Octobris Ad. D’no MCCCCXL. 
Et d’na Elizabeth Takevyle, secu’de axis pd’ei Johes Bernard 
milit qe obiit X die me’ss Julii Ad. D’ni MCCCCLXIV q’r ajabus 

p’piciet de. 

On another large slab are the brass figures of 
a man in plated armour, ruff, gauntlets, cropt 
hair, and divided beard, head on a helmet; at 
his feet a griffin feiant; his lady reclines on a cushion 
in a coif and ruff, necklace of four rows of pearls, gown 
boddice, and petticoat: nothing at her feet. 

Peyton quartering the cross fleury, a mullet in the 
centre: impales per chevron 3 lions rampart in a circle 
countercharged, quartering. 

1. S. a cross ingrailed 0. Peyton 

2. A. three piles wavy G. Gemon, 

3. Quarterly, 0. and G. a bend vair4 A. and AZ. 
Sackville, 

4. Barry of 80. and G. a lion passant guardant in 

chief 0. 

5. 0. a fess G. 

6. 0. a chevron G. on a chief G. 3 estoiles 0. 

7. A. fess G. or S. in chief 3 roundels 

w . 


Goos 
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8. Az. a lion rampart S. 

, 9. G. in a bordure ingrailed A. fishes naiant 0. 

10. Az. a demi lion rampart G. 

11. A. a cross V. 

12. A. a cross fleure G. 

Impaling, quarterly, 1. 4. quarterly G. and Era. a 
cross 0. Osborne , 

2. A. two barrs and a canton G. on the latter cross 

A. Broughton. 

3. A. a chevron V. between 3 annulats G. 

On the fascia: on a fess between 3 stars 3 roundals, 
Balam, impaling, the cross impailed and the cross fieury. 
On the fascia in Roman capitals, gold, on a black 
ground, 

Years of sixty-seven did pass in governing, 

Both just and wise he was, 

By ancient stock, but more by merit. 

His body the earth, his soul Heaven inherit. 

The cross ingrailed and cross fieury impaling, 
quarterly, Erm. and Az. a cross 0. Osborne.' 

Quarterly 1, 4. Barry of 6 Erm. and G. Hussey. 

A man in a coat and furred gown and hose; his 
right hand on his breast, his left hanging down holds a 
book; his lady wears a coif and hood, standing cape, 
pinkt sleeves, and short ruffles, her apron has strings 
and is laced. Over her, the Peyton arms, with these 
quarterlugs. 

1. Peyton. 

2. Three piles wavy. Gernon. 
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8. Achevron in three estoiles. 

4. A bear rampant muzzled. Bernard . 

6. A cross fleury. 

6. Three battle axes. 

7. A lion rampant and a label of three. 

8 . A bon rampant. 

In the centre of all a mullet. 

The quarterings also impale the saltire engrailed and 
chief Erm. Hyde, which last coat is. single in a lozenge. 
Below is the first coat of 8 quarters single, and 
impaling the saltire and chief; and between them this 
inscription: 

“ Here under lyeth a worthy Squire that Richard Peyton hight, 
And honest gentleman, and third son to Robert Peyton Knight, 
In Grey’s inn, student of the law, where he a reader was ; 

He feared God, and loved his word, in truth his life did pass; 

In practising of Justice lo I was his whole delight; 

He never wronged any one to whom he might do right. 

Whom he esteemed an honest friend, who he might stand instead 
He never left to do him good with words, with purse and deed. 
Fourteen years space he married was, unto a beautiful wife, 

By parent named Mary Hyde, they lived devoid of strife. 

The earth him bear twice twenty years, and virtuously he lived* 

A virtuous life he did embrace, and virtuously he died 

Anno Domino 1574 
The thirtieth day of April, year seventy and four 
A thousand, five hundred, being put to that more.” 

At the South end of this transept are two heavy 
monuments with canopies on four pillars. On the 

2.3. 4. a chevron between three roses G. seeded 0. 
impaling the crosses quarterly. 
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Quarterly Erin, etc. the cross 0. with a crescent of 
difference, Osborne , impaling the quartered crosses. 

1 . Peyton. 

2. The piles wavy. 

8. 0. a fess G. 

4. The chevron and stars in chief. 

5. 

6 . 

7. The battle axes. 

8. G. a lion rampant 0. with a crest S. under a label 
of 30. 

9. G. a lion rampant. 

On the tomb at the head of this lies a Knight 
armour, in his hair, piked beard and ruff: under 
legs a heavy shield ; at his feet a griffin 0. his lady 
ruff, coif, gown plaited, under her feet seems a fox 
wolf headless. Above the following arms, quarterly. 

1. Peyton. 

2. A. 3. piles G, 

3. Quarterly 0. and G. a bend nebula A. and Az. 

4. 0. a lion chief over harry of G. and 0. or 2 

cottises. 

5. 0. a lion rampant G. 

6. A. a lion rampant S. 

7. Bendy of 12. A. and G. 

8. 0. a bend G. 

9. 0. a chevron G. on a chief G. three stare. 

10. A fess, in chief 3 ogresses. 

11. A. a bear rampant S. Bernard. 

12. S. 3 battle axes greet. A. 
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13. Gironne A. and G. 

14. Quarterly A. and S. a bend of chain work S. 

15. A. in a bordure engrailed G. three fish naiant A. 

16. A. demi-lion rampant G. 

17. A. on a bend G. three spread eagles 0. 

18. A. a cross fleuri S. 

19. G. a lion rampant 0. 

20. A. on a fess indented G. or S. 3 bezants. 

21. A lion rampant G. 

Crest: a griffin sejant, 0. 

Nec vi nec metu 

On the fascia the crosses quarterly single, and impal¬ 
ing, quarterly, 

1-4. Osborne. 

2. Broughton. 

3. A chevron between 3 roundels. 

The last qnarterings single. 

One of these monuments is by the impalment that of 
Robert Peyton, who married the daughter of Lord 
Chancellor Rich, and was with his wife buried here and 
the other that of Sir John Peyton, Knight and Baronet, 
son of Sir Edward Peyton, Bart., author of “ Secret 
History of James I.” and last of the family who 
resided here and uncle to Robert Peyton, who emigrated 
to Virginia. This Sir John married Alice, daughter of 
Sir Edward Osborne, Knight, Lord Mayor of London 
and afterwards Duke of Leeds. 

Under a br$ss cross on steps between two hands 
elevated, is this inscription. 
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Pray for the soul of 
Elizabeth Peyton, 

Which deceased the IV. day of November, 
the yer of our Lord MDXVI. 
on whose soule Jhu have mercy. 

Under this a saltire engrailed, a chief Ermine; for 
Elizabeth Hyde, wife of Sir Christopher, patron of the 

ehurch. 

A large slab had a brass plate and two shields, these 
are worn too indistinct to be deciphered. 

Under the South window is the stone figure of a 
Knight in armour, his helmet flattened at top, a lion 
at his feet, and against the west wall of this transept, 
headless, figures of a man and woman, and between 
them three children, praying to the Deity over the latter. 
Under all a plate thus inscribed, 

“ God have mercy on the soul of 
Sir Christopher Peyton, and Elizabeth his wife, 
Christopher deceased, the XXVII day of June, 

in the year of our Lord, mcccccvii, (1507.) 

This commemorates the patron of the churoh before 
mentioned. The brackets of the roof of this transept, 
have angels holding shields of arms of Peyton single and 
impaling Hyde : which last coat is also single. 

In the north wall of the north aisle is a broken 
crossed legged figure in stone in armour, in a round 
helmet; a fine lion at his feet, and over him an 
elliptical within a pointed arch, or very short round pillars 
sided by purfled finials. This is evidently the figure, of one 
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of the Peytons who accomponied Godfrey de Bouillon 
to the seige of Jerasalem and engaged in the ront of 
the Saracens at the battle of Ascalon A. D. 1099. 

In the chancel, on the North side of the communion 
table, are, on an altar-tomb with a gray slab, under a 
treble canopy with black shields in the spandrils, the 
brass figures of Sir Thomas Peyton, Knight, and his 
two wives, Margaret daughter and co-heiress of Sir 
Hugh Francis of Gifford, in the parish of Wickhambrook, 
Suffolk. Sir Thomas was sheriff for Cambridge and 
Huntingdon shires, 21 and 31 Henry V. and died July 
30, 1484. He is in plated armour, with a standing 
cape and gorget, bareheaded, hair cropt, and has a 
Sword, a cross and a dagger. Both the ladies have the 
gauze head dress of this century; but no wires appear; 
one has on the cushion of her head, dress something like 
arms, several chevronels, and a scroll impaling harry of 
6 or 8; a rich necklace, furred cape and ruffles to gown; 
the other has the same head dress and necklace, but no 
fur to her rich embroidered gown; on her cushion is 
inscribed 11 Lady" and “ Thy mercy." The hands of 
both are held up and spread open, not in the usual 
attitude of prayer. The inscription is. 

Date pro animabus 

... Thomas Peyton armigeri et Margeret et Margaret uxores ejus 
dui quidam Thomas, 
obiit XXX die mensis Julie, 

Anno Domini Millimo cccclxxxiiii quom animabus p’piciit 

de ane. 
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Arms on the spandril of the arch above a cross 
ingrailed in the dexter comer a mullet of five points 
Peyton: single and impaling a bear rampant. Bernard. 

On the comer of the cornice Peyton impaling a saltire, 
Francis. 

All through this sacred edifice are thickly strewn the 
memorials which claim the passing tribute of a sigh, 
all teaching the silent lesson that man is but mortal, and 

impressing on the mind the vanity of human hopes,— 
that in sober troth, the path of glory leads but to the 
grave. 

Solemnly and sadly quitting the dim cloisters, on the 
marble pavements of which the sunlight, coming through 
the stained windows, cast patches of gold and purple, 1 
softly, murmered, as I d out of the consecrated 
edifice, 

The knights are dust, 

And their good swords rust, 

Their souls are with the Saints I trust. 

From the church we proceeded through the village, 
passing the Priory again, and crossing a com field, 
entered the grounds of the Hall. 

The land on which the church, but not the hall, 
stands, as will be seen by reference to Doomsday book, 
was granted to the Peytons, in 1068, by William the 
Conqueror, who was wont to grant lands to his 
favourites, in the language of an ancient bard, 

From heaven to yerthe, 

From yerth to hel, 

For thee and thine there to dwell. 





Visit to Isleham. 


353 




Boon we passed the lonely moated grange and stood 
before the hoary and venerable seat. The first view of 

the once gay and festive Hall is imposing, though it looks 
like a habitation forsaken of men and yet not resumed by 
nature. It is a large, antique tuansion, a vast pile, lone, 
desolate and partly in ruins. The ravages of time are 
strongly marked on everything about it. The old turrets 
at the comers are gone, as also the ample portico in the 
centre. Many of the windows are broken and dismantled. 
There is a ruinous gate-way here and a crumbling arch 
there. While viewing what may be called the ruins of 
this once grand old mansion I could not help thinking 
of the remark of Lord Macaulay, who, when speaking of 
the county gentlemen of the seventeenth century, said, 
that they troubled themselves little about decorating 
their abodes, and, if they attempted decoration, seldom 
produced anything but deformity. A remark even more 
true of those who precede the 17th century. 

One portion of the brick and stone skeleton is 
occupied by a farmer’s family, another is used as a 
malting-house, and a third as a barn, while other 
parts have been turned into stalls and stables. Ruined 
walls stretch away in different directions—here propped 
up and repaired—there broken and prostrate. As we 
advanced to the building, a troop of frightened sheep 
crowded beneath one of the gateways where I could 
not help thinking perhaps the doughty Knights of 
old had often stood in shining armour and looked upon 
the extensive walls now crumbling into ruins. Long 

ww 
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I paused and gazed upon the home of my forefathers 
with a species of awe which enforced silence. 

• • * * * 

The wide domain has dwindled to forty-six acres sur¬ 
rounding the debris, I may say, for it is scarcely more, of 
the Hall. Age and the decrepitude of age is furrowed 
in deep lines upon every stone and timber. The walls 
are hoary with time, the trunks of the trees are white 
with age, and these old monarchs of the forest appear 
to be in a feeble and dying condition—the ivy on the 
walls has grown its growth, and is slowly dying its 
death, the very dust under foot is pale and silvery, as 
if the rains of centuries had washed out of it all sem¬ 
blance of fertility.” 

• • * • * 






APPENDIX B. 


MEMORANDA OF 

THE PRESTON FAMILY, 

BY 

Orlando Brown, of Frankfort, Kentucky. 


JOHN PRESTON, 

First of the family who came to America, was bom in 
Ireland, in the city of Londonderry. His father and 
three uncles were Englishmen, who served under King 
William, and aided in defence of that city when besieged 

by the Roman Catholics, commanded by King James, 
in 1689. He was a Protestant of the Presbyterian 
denomination, a man of strong mind and correct 
principles. He married Elizabeth Patton, a sister of 
Col. James Patton, of Donnegal, and removed with 
him from. Ireland to the State of Virginia, in the year 
1740. Col. Patton had for some years commanded a 
merchant ship, and was a man of property, enterprise 
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and influence. He obtained an order of council from 
the Governor of Virginia, under which he appropriated 

to himself and associates, 120,000 acres of the best 
lands lying above the Blue Bidge, in that State, 
several valuable tracts of which fell to the share of his 
descendants. He was killed by the Indians at Smith- 
field, in the year 1753. He left two daughters, one of 
whom married Capt. William Thompson, the other 
married Col. John Buchanan, and from the latter 
descended John Floyd, late member of Congress and 
Governor of the State of Virginia, James D. Breckinridge 
of Louisville, late member of Congress from Kentucky, 
and William P. Anderson late Colonel in the United 
States army. John Preston, on the passage from 
Ireland, lost part of his property in a storm, but being 
an associate, he obtained, under the order of council 
aforesaid, a valuable tract of uncultivated land, called 
Robinson's, which descended to his son, and until lately 
remained in the family. 

John Preston’s first residence in Virginia, was at 
Spring Hill, in Augusta county, but about the year 
1743, he purchased, and with his family settled upon a 
tract of land adjoining Staunton, on the north side of 
that town (now occupied by Gen. Baldwin), where he 
died shortly after, and was buried at the Tinkling 
Spring Meeting-house, leaving a widow and five, 
children. Mrs. Preston, who possessed much strength 
of mind and energy of character, continued to reside 
upon the plantation they had purchased, until her 
children were all educated and married, when she 
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removed to Greenfield, the seat of her son, Col. William 

Preston, where in 1776 she died, aged 76 years. 

The Children of John and Elizabeth Preston, were : 

I. Letitia Pbeston, who was bom in Ireland, in 
1728. She married Col. Robert Breckinridge, a farmer 
in Bottetourt county, Virginia. After his death, she 
removed to Kentucky, and died in the year 1798, aged 
70 years. Her family consisted of four sons and one 
daughter. 

1st. William Breckinridge, now living, a fanner near 
Lexington, Kentucky, who married Miss Gilham. His 
family consists of two sons and a daughter. His son, 
John B. Breckinridge, is a merchant in Staunton, Va., 
and has been twice married. Meredith Breckinridge 
died unmarried. 

2d. John Breckinridge (dead) married Mary Cabell, 
and removed to Kentucky, in the year 1792. He was a 
laywer of eminent standing, was a Senator in Congress, 
and, shortly before his death, was appointed Attorney 
General for the United States, under Mr. Jefferson’s 
administration, and died in 1806. His family consisted 
of five sons and two daughters. 1st Joseph Cabell 
Breckinridge (dead), who married Miss Smith, a 
daughter of Dr. Smith, President of Princetown College 
and left one son, John C. Breckinridge,* a lawyer in 
Iowa, and four daughters: 1st. Frances Ann, who 
married the Rev. J. C. Young, President of Danville 

• Now, 1864 , Gen. John C. Brec kinri dge, fomerly Vice President. 
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College, and left the following children, viz: Mary, 
Caroline, Josephine, Jane Elizabeth, and Frances 

Breckinridge. 2d. Caroline L., married the Rev. Joseph 

J. Bullock of Frankfort, and has three children, viz: 
Waller, Mary, and Cabell, all minors. 3d. Mary Cabell, 
married Dr. Thomas P. Satterwhite of Lexington, and 
left two children, viz : Mary and Thomas. 4th. Letitia, 
unmarried. Joseph Cabell Breckinridge was a member 
of the Kentucky Bar, Speaker of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, and Secretary of States when he died in 
1823. 3d. John Breckinridge (deadJ, well known as a 
Presbyterian Minister, and a professor in the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton. He married Miss Miller, 
daughter of Dr. Miller, of Princeton, and left 
one son and three daughters, as yet minors. 3d. 
Robert J. Breckinridge, a lawyer, and for several 
years member of the Kentucky Legislature, now Pastor 
of the 2d. Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. He 
married Miss Preston, daughter of General Francis 
Preston, of Virginia. His family consists of four 
daughters and two sons, viz : Mary, Sally, Maria, So- 
phonishba, Robert and William, minors. 4th. Wm. L. 
Breckinridge, Pastor of the 1st Presbyterian Church in 
Louisville, who married Miss Prevost, daughter of 
Judge Prevost of Louisiana, and has seven children, viz: 
John Barton, Robert James, Marcus Prevost, William 
Lewis, Frances Prevost, Mary Hopkins, and Stanhope 
Prevost, all minors. 5th James Breckinridge, died be¬ 
fore he was grown. 6th Letitia Breckenridge, (dead) 
who first married Alfred Grayson, by whom she had one 
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son, John B. Grayson, an officer in the United States 
Army, and then married Gen. Peter B. Porter, of New 
York, by whom she left a son, Peter B. Porter, and a 
daughter, Elizabeth Porter, minors. 7th. Mary Ann 
Breckinridge, (dead) who married David Castleman, a 
farmer of Fayette county. 

3d. James Breckinridge of Virginia, (dead) a 
member of the bar, a general of militia and member of 
congress. He married Miss Selden, and left four sons 

and four daughters, viz: Carey married Miss-; 

James died unmarried; Robert married Miss Meredith 
of Kentucky, and left a daughter recently married, and 
(me son a minor; John Breckinridge, unmarried; Letitia, 
married Col. Robert Gamble of Florida, her eldest 
daughter married Mr. Shepherd, a planter of Florida, 
and her eldest son, John Gamble, married Miss Watts 
of Virginia; Elizabeth Breckinridge married Gen. 
Edward Watts of Virginia, a lawyer, and speaker of 
the Virginia Senate, who has two sons, James and 
William, both lawyers, and six daughters; Mary (dead), 
married Mr. Gamble of Florida; Ann married James P. 
Holcomb, a member of the Virginia bar; Elizabeth 
married Thomas L. Preston of Abingdon; and the 
others as yet minors. Marian Breckinridge, died 
unmarried; and Matilda married Harry Bowyer of 
Fincastle. 

4th. Elizabeth Breckinridge (dead), married Samuel 

Meredith of Fayette county, Ky., and left three 
daughters. 1st. Letitia, who married William S. 
Dallam, and has three daughters, viz: Frances married 
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Professor Peter, of the medical School of Transylvania 

University—Letitia, unmarried—and Elizabeth recently 
married. 2d. Elizabeth married James Coleman, and 
has several sons and daughters, the eldest of the latter 
recently married. 3d. Jane unmarried. 4th. Mary 
married her cousin, Robert Breckinridge of Virginia, 
and left a daughter, recently married to Mr. Burch, and 
a son a minor. 

5th. Preston Breckinridge married Miss Trigg of 
Kentucky, and left three sons, Robert, William and 
Stephen—and three daughters, Marian, Elizabeth and 
Gabriella, who married Mr. Tarlton, Mr. Dickey, and 
Mr. Shotwell. 

II. Mabgabet Pbeston, second daughter of John 
and Elizabeth Preston, was bora in Ireland, about 
1780. She possessed a strong cultivated mind, and 
much energy of character. Ste married the Rev. John 
Brown, a graduate of Princeton College, long and 
extensively known in Virginia and Kentucky as a 
Presbyterian minister of piety and talents. They both 
died in Kentucky—she in the year 1802, aged 73 
years—and he in 1803, aged 75 years. Their children 
who lived to maturity were: 

1st. Elizabeth {dead), who married the Rev. Thomas 
B. Craighead of Tennessee, a distinguished Minister of 
the Presbyterian denomination, and left seven children, 
viz : John B., Jane, David, Alexander, William, James 
B., and Thomas David and Thomas are members of the 
Tennessee bar. John B. and David are married, and 
have children. The names of John B. Craighead’s 
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children are Joseph and Thomas. The names of David 
Craighead’s children are Elizabeth, James, Mary, 
Joanna, and Thomas, all minors. 

2d. John Brown,* now the oldest member of the 
Preston connexion. He was a student at Princeton 
College, when that institution was broken up by the 
British. He afterwards completed his studies at 
William and Mary College, and for several years 
practised law with success. He was a member of the 
Virginia legislature from the District of Kentucky, and 
was, by the legislature of that state, appointed a 
representative to the old congress in 1787, and also in 
1788. In 1789 and 1791, he was elected by the people 
of Kentucky a representative to the first and second 
congress under the present constitution. After Kentucky 
became a state, he was three times elected a senator, in 
congress, and continued a member of the senate until 
1805. He married Margretta Mason of New-York, 
daughter of the Rev. John Mason, and sister of 
the Rev. John M. Mason, both distinguished ministers 
of the gospel. By this marriage he had five children, 
four sons and one daughter, three of whom died when 
children. Mason and Orlando are now living. 1st. 
Mason Brown is a judge of the circuit court of Kentucky, 
and has been twice married — first to Judith Aim 
Bledsoe, daughter of the Hon. Jesse Bledsoe; by her 
he had one son, Benjamin Gratz Brown, a minor now 


* The Hon. John Brown died at Frankfort, Eyv, on the 29th of 
Angast, 1857, aged 80 years. 
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living—afterwards to Mary Yoder, daughter of Capt. 
Jacob Yoder of Spencer county, Ky. They have three 
children, viz: John, Margaret and Mary, all minors. 

2d. Orlando Brown was educated as a lawyer, and for 
some years edited the ■ Kentucky Commonwealth. He 
married Mary W. Brown, daughter of Dr. Preston 
Brown. They had five children, four sons and a 
daughter, three of whom are living, viz: Euphemia, 
Mason and Orlando, all minors. 

3d. William Brown, was educated at Princeton— 
studied medicine, and commenced the practice in South 
Carolina, with fair prospects of success, but died 
shortly afterwards, unmarried. 

4th. Mary Brown ( dead ), who married Dr. Al¬ 
exander Humphreys, an eminent physician of 
Staunton, and after his death removed to Kentucky 
with her family, consisting of seven children. 1st. 
John B. Humphreys (dead), married Miss Kenner of 
Louisiana, and resided in that State. His widow and 
six children, who are all minors, still reside in that 
state. 2d. Margaret Humphreys married Charles 
Sproule, and left four children, Mary Ann, Margaret 
Joseph and John (dead) —Margaret married James S. 
Clark, merchant of New Orleans, and has two children, 
minors. 3d. James Humphreys married Miss Harry, 
of Ohio, and left one daughter. Elizabeth Humphreys, 
unmarried. 4th. David C. Humphreys, a farmer in 
Woodford county, Ky., married Miss Scott, daughter of 
Dr. Joseph Scott of Lexington, and has four children, 
viz: Joseph, Samuel, Mary, and Lucy, minors. 5th. 
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Elizabeth Humphreys married Robert S. Todd of 

Lexington, for many years clerk of the bouse of rep¬ 
resentatives of Kentucky, and now a member, and has 
five children, viz: Margaret, Samuel, David, Martha, 
and Emily, all minors. 6th. Samuel Humphreys, died 
unmarried. 7th. Dr. Alexander Humphreys, married 
Miss Perrit of Louisiana, and lives in that state, having 
four children, viz: Elizabeth, Elodie, Amelia, and 
Eulalia, all minors. 

5th. James Brown, a distinguished lawyer, and first 
secretary of state in Kentucky. He was for many years 
a member of the United States senate from Louisiana, 
and for six years American minister to the court of 
France. He married Ann Hart, daughter of Col. 
Thomas Hart, and sister of Mrs. H. Clay, of Ashland, 
and died at Philadelphia, leaving no family. 

6th. Samuel Brown (dead), an eminent physician, 
and professor in the Medical school of Transylvania. 
He married Miss Percy of Alabama, and left one son, 
James P. Brown, a lawyer and planter in Mississippi, 
who married Miss Campbell, daughter of George W. 
Campbell of Nashville — and one daughter, Susan 
Brown, who married Charles J. Ingersoll, Jr., of 
Philadelphia. 

7th. Dr. Preston Brown (dead), of Woodford county, 
Ky. He married Elizabeth Watts of Va., and left one 
son, viz.: John P. W. Brown, who married Miss Nichol 
of Nashville, and is a member of the Tennessee bar, 
and has three children, viz.: Eleanor, Elizabeth W., 
and Preston W., all minors; and four daughters, viz.: 
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1st. Louisa, who married Judge Backs of Mississippi, 
who has six children, viz.: Elizabeth, Preston, Maria 
Louisa, Henrietta, Marian, and Lewis Taylor, all 

minors. 2d. Henrietta, who married Jndge Reese of 
Tennessee, and has a daughter Louisa. 3d. Mary 
(dead), who married Orlando Brown of Frankfort. 4th. 
Elizabeth who married Robert W. Scott of Franklin 
oounty, Ky., and has five children, viz.: Preston, Joel, 
John, Mary, and Rebecca, all minors. 

III. William Preston, only son of John and 
Elizabeth Preston, was bom in Ireland, and was eight 
years old when he came to America. He was a man of 
strong active mind, and much energy of character—was 
a member of the Virginia house of burgesses, surveyor 
and county lieutenant of Fincastle or Montgomery 
county, and a decided active and efficient Whig during 
the Revolutionary war. He married Miss Susanna 
Smith of Hanover county, Virginia, daughter of Francis 
Smith and Elizabeth Waddy, and died at Smithfield, 
in June 1783, aged 53 years, leaving eleven children, 
viz: Elizabeth, John, Francis, Sarah, William, Susanna, 
James, Patton, Mary, Letitia, Thomas, Lewis, and 
Margaret. 

1st. Elizabeth Prestem, married William S. Madison, 
who died during the Revolutionary war, and left two 
daughters, Susan Smith Madison and Agatha Strother 
Madison. Susan married John Howe Peyton of 
Staunton, a distinguished lawyer and member of the 
Virginia senate, and left one son, William M. Peyton, a 
member of the Virginia legislature, who married Miss 
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Taylor, daughter of Judge Alien Taylor of Bottetourt, 
and has the following children, viz: Elizabeth, Susan, 
Sally, Agatha, Garnett, and William, all minors. 

Agatha married Garnett Peyton, brother of John H. 
Peyton, and has four sons, Benjamin Howard Peyton, 
John R. Peyton, who married Miss White, James M. 
Peyton, William P. Peyton, and Ann Peyton. 

2d. John Preston, eldest son of Col. Wm. Preston of 
Smithfield, was a member of the Virginia senate, 
general of militia, surveyor of Montgomery county, 
and for many years treasurer of Virginia. He first 
married Miss Radford, and then Mrs. Mayo, and left 
three sons and three daughters. 1st. William R. 
Preston of Missouri, married Miss Cabell, and has a 
large family of children minors. 2d. John B. Preston 
of Barren county, Ky., was many years a member ^ of 
the Kentucky legislature. He married Miss Murrell, 
and died an a visit to Texas, leaving several children, 
minors. 3d. Edward C. Preston, married Miss Hawkins, 
and died in Louisiana, leaving one son, a minor. 4th. 
Eliza Preston married Charles Johnson, a lawyer, and 
member of congress from Virginia.* She left one son, 
Preston Johnston of the United states army, and one 
daughter Elvira Johnston, unmarried. 5th. Susan R. 
Preston married her cousin William Radford, and has 
two daughters, minors. 6th. Sarah R. Preston, 
married Henry Bowyer, and has three sons and two 
daughters, minors. Mrs. Radford and Mrs. Bowyer 

* General Joe Johnston of the Confederate Army of the Cumberland 
(1864), is of this stock. 
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both reside at Greenfield, the former residence of their 
father and grandfather. 

3d. Francis Preston, second son of Col. Wm. Preston, 
of Smithfield, was member of the Virginia Senate, 
General of Militia, and member of Congress. He 
married Miss Campbell, only child of General 
William Campbell, and left ten children, four sons 
and six daughters, viz: William Campbell Preston, a 
distinguished lawyer and Senator in Congress from 
South Carolina, married first Miss Coulter of that State, 
and after her death, Miss Davis of that State. His 
only child is Sally Campbell Preston, unmarried. 2d. 
Eliza, who married Gen. Edward Carrington of Halifax, 
Virginia. Her children are minors. 8d. Susan married 
her cousin, James M’Dowell, and has nine children. 
4th. Sarah married her cousin John B. Floyd, and has 
no children. 5th. Sophonisba married the Bev. Robert J. 
Breckinridge, and has six children, Mary, Sally, Robert,- 
Maria, William, and Sophonisba. 6th. Maria (dead), mar¬ 
ried John M. Preston of Abingdon, formerly of Kentucky r 
and has two sons, minors. 7th. Charles Preston married 
Miss Beall, and has left no children. 8th. John S. 
Preston married Miss Hampton, daughter of Gen. Wade 
Hampton of South Carolina, and has five children, 
minors. 9th. Thomas L. Preston married Miss Watts 
of Virginia, 10th. Margaret married Wade Hampton,. 
Jr., grandson of Gen. Wade Hampton, and has one son, 
a minor. 

4th. Sarah Preston, second daughter of Col. Wm. 
Preston, of Smithfield, married Col. James M’Dowell of 
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Rockbridge, Va., an officer in the late war with Great 
Britain. She left two daughters and one son, viz : 1st. 

Snsan married William Taylor, a lawyer, and member of 
the Virginia senate. She has four sons, Dr. James 
Taylor, Robert Taylor, a lawyer, Benton Taylor, 
William Taylor, and one daughter Susan, unmarried. 
2d. Eliza married Col. Thomas Hart Benton, a lawyer, 
and Senator in congress from Missouri. She has four 
daughters, Eliza, Jesse, Ann, Sarah, and Susan, and one 
son, Randolph Benton. Jesse Ann Benton is recently 
married to Lieutenant Fremont of the United States 
Army. 8d. James M’Dowell, member of the Virginia 
legislature, married Miss Preston, daughter of Gen. 
Francis Preston, and has nine children, viz: Sally who 
is recently married to Francis Thomas, Governor of 
Maryland; Mary, Frances, Sophonisba, Susan, Canty, 
Elizabeth, James, and Thomas. 

6th. William Preston, third son of Col. Wm. Preston, 
of Smithfield, late of Louisville, was for five years a 
captain in Gen. Wayne’s army. He married Miss 
Hancock, of Virginia, and left five daughters and one 
son, viz: 1st. Henrietta (dead), married Albert S. 
Johnson of the United States army, recently a General 
of Texas, and left one son, William, and one daughter, 
Henrietta, minors. 2d. Maria married John Pope of 
Louisville, and has no children. 3d. Caroline (dead), 
married Col. Abram Woolley of the United States army, 
and left one son, William P. Wooley, a min or. 4th. 
Josephine (dead), married Capt. Jason Rogers of the 
United States army, and left five children, viz: William, 




